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Nest Cleanout After Fledging 
 
Once the babies have fledged (acquired the feathers enough to fly) and left the nest you can 
immediately clean it out for the possibility of another hatch in the same house. 
Recommendation: Wear appropriate rubber gloves and mask, clean out should be done outside on a 
calm day. Place all debris into a plastic bag and seal it for disposal. 
Simply slide open the three plastic tabs on the base of the house and remove the base plate. 
 
 

Base plate 

Moss and tamarack 
needle 

Twigs and leaves 

Fur, feathers, twine, lint 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Simply slide the nest off of the base plate clean the inside, outside and base plate using a diluted 
solution of hydrogen peroxide either sprayed on or brushed on with a paint brush (scrubbing is not 
necessary). Replace it back into the base of the house and slide the plastic tabs into locking position. 
 

Cleaned base plate ready 
to replace into the base of 
the house 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for providing safe, clean nesting habitat for our struggling songbirds! 
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